
Freshman Seminar


Syllabus 2025-2026


Teacher: Keith Claxon			Email: kclaxon@eriesd.org	
				


Course Description: 
This course focuses on the skills and strategies necessary for students to be successful in school and ultimately in higher education, employment, and beyond. Emphasis is placed on collaborative learning, social skills, and techniques for maximum student engagement. To find out more about the curriculum we will be using visit www.school-connect.net. Parents can preview sample lessons and stay involved with the School-Connect Parent & Family Resources handouts that include family discussion questions and activities for every module.

Course Objectives: (Help students maximize personal achievement and relationship skills)
A.  Students will be able to demonstrate positive organization and study skills strategies.  
B.  Students will explore opportunities to make the most of their high school experience.
C.  Students will learn characteristics of personal success such as goal setting, attitude, teamwork, communication, and decision making.
D.  Students will work collaboratively, focusing on objectives that are based on academic outcomes and social skills.
E.  Students will learn a significant amount about themselves—their learning styles, strengths, interests, and potential long-term goals.

Major Units of Course
· School Connect Foundations
· Improving Communication Skills
· Boosting Academic Skills and Motivation
· Collaboration Skills for Group Projects

Classroom Expectations: Please read and abide by the school handbook as well as the following guidelines to ensure success for yourself and your fellow classmates in this class.

Your success in this class relies on your adherence to our classroom contract as well as taking responsibility for your learning environment through active participation in class. All students are expected to treat their peers and teacher with respect and adhere to the items below: 
	A.  Be on time
	B.  Bring writing utensil, a notebook, and your chromebook with charger

Parent/guardian involvement is extremely valuable to this course. Parent communication is welcome, and students should be encouraged to advocate for their success by communicating with me directly.

Evaluation
· Participation	
· Written work
· End of Module Projects
· Quizzes/Assessments   

Grading Policy:
Late work will always be accepted for partial credit (all assignments must be eventually completed). Points are awarded for punctuality, content/accuracy, grammar and creativity.

PBIS Points:
Students can earn PBIS points each block for being responsible, respectful, and resilient.
Be Respectful: 3 points for completing an academic task.
Be Responsible: 3 points for arriving to class on time.
Be Resilient: 3 points for having your phone silent and away during the entire class period.

Student’s Signature:_______________________________________________________

